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RECOMMENDATIONS 


INTRODUCTION 


a) General 

Approximately 10% (42,000 pop.) of the Regional population 
is located in the rural areas. Although farming is the pre- 
dominant land use in the rural areas of the Region, only 1/6 
Ore cherrunral population are farmers. The remaining 5/6 of 
the rural population is urban oriented in that it derives 
its income from sources other than farming or farm employment. 

It is, therefore, recognized that besides the natural 
population increases in the rural areas, there would always 
be a certain section of population who would choose to live 
in rural settings. Official Plans must recognize the need 
foOmmenicwaklOoCatione Gia .POrtLon Of future population an rural 
areas, and establish guidelines so that an orderly rural growth 
can be achieved, consistent with policies on the preservation 
of agriculture lands, environmental protection and long-range 
public health and financial considerations. 

Within the constraints of desireable agricultural policiés, 
and financial considerations the most desireable criteria for 
rural development is that the permitted density of development 
should not exceed the safe carrying capacity of the ground 
Waterestpplyeaancethe ability Of natural terrain. to sustain sub= 
surface sewage disposal. It has been a common experience that 
jivtheslimucatvons of ground water supply and natural terrain 


are not respected initially, municipalities and senior 


&) 


€ 

governments often find themselves faced with large capital 
expenditures to provide alternative services at a later 
date, to alleviate public health problems arising from the 
malfunctioning of the initial systems. 

It should be noted that the findings and conclusions 
of the study, although important in themselves, are only a 
part of total considerations which determine the overall suit- 
ability of an area for future rural development. Factors 
such as*impact on agriculturaleiVands mcOstaror, cOCla lrand 
protective services, transportation to employment centres, 
etc. are some of the other considerations yet to be taken into 


acecounie. 


b) Purpose, on the Study, 

The purpose of the Settlement. Capability ss cudy was, to 
provide comprehensive information on the ground water (aquifer) 
conditions, terrain conditions and SultabiPitysotacomisecor 
septic tank and tile field systems and establish the develop- 
ment capability based on the provision of water by individual 


ground wells and sewage disposal by septic tanks. 


c) Study Objectives 

The objectives of the study are to provide a substantive 
basis to: 

1. provide input "to, the Reg longa lMOratc 1 aie: te in the 


preparation and evaluation of alternatives, 


2. guide the Land Division Committee, 


3. guide Area Municipalities in their Official Plan 


review. 


dad) Basis for Selecting Study Areas 

Some of the existing non-farming rural population is 
located in residential. developments often referred to as 
hamlets and villages. These may vary in size from a few 
homes as strip development along concession roads to well- 
established communities with church and school facilities, 
etc. The latter type are generally those which are desig- 
nated as hamlets or villages in the existing Official Plans. 
There are 14 designated hamlets, and approximately 18 other 
hamlets which are well-known historically but which have no 
official designation. 

Although the terms of reference for the study included 
the entire Region to be examined in order to identify new 
areas which may have potential for rural residential develop- 
ment, information was specifically required on individual 
hamlets. 26 hamlets were selected in order to determine the 
potential for an-filling and/or-expansion in these areas. 

Within the budgetary constraints, the following two cri- 
teria were used as a basis for selecting the hamlets as study 
areas. 

i) hamlets which are officially designated* in the 


SxtGeaincd pOterclal plans, 


* (Carlisle was not included in the list because separate studies 
on settlement capability for this hamlet were made in the past). 


ii) other hamlets which have geographic, spatial 


or historical importance. 


ee)" Fanancingvot theyocudy 

The Settlement Capability Study was financed under 
Provincial .grant (O.H-AvP.) -in.the amounts ct iso 0n000.00 
and the consulting Engineering firm of Underwood McLellan 


& Associates was selected to undertake the work. 


B. STUDY? CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the provision of individual private septic disposal 
and water supply systems and existing terrain conditions, the 
consultants recommend limiting growth in each settlement as 
given below in Table 2. As indicated before, in estimating the € 
growth potential no consideration was given to possible envir- 
onmental impacts, need for preservation of farmland and additional 
community needs such as schools, recreation facilities, etc. A 
consideration of the aforenated planning parameters may not per- 
mit the full realization of the estimated physical potential for 
growth. 

Three new areas have also been identified as having potential 


for future development. The details are given in table #1. 


(a) Table #1 - Rural Areas Identified to Have Physical 
Capability for Development : 


Study Municipality Location Pop'n Remarks 

area # Cap. 
(Max. ) 
ib Township of east of Hwy. 6 500 the existing ham- 
Flamborough between conces- lets of Carlisle 

sion roads X and Flamborough 

and V centre fall within 
this area. How- 
ever, the estimated 
population capacity 
applies to the ex- 
isting undeveloped 
areas only. 

Z Township of west of Hwy. 52 500 The existing ham- 
Flamborough between Hwy. 99 let of Jerseyville 
ande Town of anagehwy 2: faller within this 
Ancaster area. However, the 

estimated popula- 
Eien capacity 
applies to the ex- 
isting undeveloped 
areas only. 

5 Township of south of the 500 The existing vil- 
Glanbrook 20 mile creek, lage of Binbrook 


east of Hwy. 56 


falls within this 
area. However, the 
estimated populatio 
capacity applies to 
the existing undev- 
eloped areas only. 
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C. RECOMMENDATIONS 
As indicated earlier, it is to be emphasized that although 
the investigations and estimates contained in the study are 
essential in determining the future population allocation in 
the rural areas, the study should not be considered as complete 
in itself. The realization of physical potential for growth 
has to be in conformity with the Environmental and Socio-economic 
goals of the Region, to be established by the Regional Official 
Plan. Within the context of the aforenoted qualifying statement, 
it is recommended that: 
1. Findings and recommendations contained in the Settle- 
ment Capability Study be approved any principle, subject 
to review by area municipalities. e 
2. Planning Department be authorized to distribute the 
reports and make presentation of the findings to: 


i) area municipalities of Ancaster, Glanbrook, Stoney 


Creek and Flamborough, 
47) Land Division Committee 
3. Findings of the study to be used as guidelines and a 
basis Of approvals by = 


Te) Land Division Committee in considering approvals 


for future Land Severances in the Region, 


ii)” Rural municipalities in-dealimg wrth wturure cevelop— 


ment in the rural areas. 
4. Secondary Neighbourhood design plans be prepared by 
area municipalities before recommending additional © 


development in any of the hamlets which have potential 


for future growth. 

The three "Rural Areas Identified to Have Physical 
Capability for Development" in Table 1 be held in 
reserve. 

Findings and Recommendations of the study be used as 
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MEMORANDUM NO. 314 


To: The Chairman and Members of the 
Regional Planning and Development Committee 


Subject: Settlement Capability 


The attached is a staff summary of the Settlement Capability 
Study. The recommendations outlined suggest the policies that 
could be established by the Region in regard to Rural Settle- 
ments. 


Prior to the Committee approving these policies, it is recom- 
mended that the Planning and Development staff be authorized, 
together with the Consultants, to make a presentation of this 
> Study to the Land Division Committee and the following area 
Councils - Ancaster, Glanbrook, Stoney Creek and Flamborough. 


Upon receipt of the comments from the above, the Planning and 
Development staff will prepare a further report and recommenda- 
tions for the Committee's consideration and approval. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Roaebamley, MC. LP Pe Ene. 
Commissioner of Planning and Development. 
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Planning and Development Department. 
100 Main St., East, Hamilton, Ont. LEN 1G8 
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